The role of nitric oxide in biocompatibility.
Inflammation is a major factor in the development of the foreign body response to biomaterials and medical devices, including compatibility with blood, and the mechanisms are obviously complex. It has been realised recently that nitric oxide (NO) gas is continuously generated by some cells in the body and that the molecules of this gas are able to modulate inflammatory and thrombotic processes. The challenge has then become one of incorporating NO releasing materials into medical devices to control biocompatibility.